
Dear Henry Clay High School Families: 
 
Thank you for your support and candor today as we dealt with this morning’s incident involving 
a student having a gun at school. We are very proud of the students who reported their 
concerns, enabling us to act swiftly and apprehend the student without incident before the 
tardy bell rang. 
 
Today’s incident is a testament to the strength of our existing safety procedures and reminds us 
that keeping lines of communication open with students is the best way to keep our campuses 
safe. That’s one of the reasons I’m writing this evening. 
 
In an effort to be open and transparent about the matter, we sent communication to families, 
made announcements over the intercom to reassure students and did interviews with the 
media.  Although we had confiscated the gun before school even started, many families 
checked their children out of school. As students saw their friends leave, many of them texted 
home to see if they could leave too. This chain reaction contributed to unfounded rumors that 
grew throughout the school day. 
 
To help clear up some of the misinformation, I want you to know that there was only one gun 
confiscated today, which resulted in a single arrest. The student did not have any intentions of 
hurting anyone at school. Rather, he expressed fear for his safety in the neighborhood.  As a 
father, I completely understand and empathize with the concerns that many of our families and 
students have shared. As a principal, I need your help in replacing rumors with facts. 
 
We are aware of the text messages and social media posts being shared by students alleging 
that there will be violence at school tomorrow. We are actively investigating these reports, but 
have no reason to believe they are credible at this time. 
 
Our students are understandably shaken by knowing there was a gun at school today and we 
need them to be open about those feelings so we can support them and continue to make us 
aware of any safety concerns they have. But we have to help them recognize that sharing 
unfounded rumors and false information is causing heightened anxiety unnecessarily. 
 
We take any reports of possible threats seriously and work with law enforcement officials to 
fully investigate. I promise that will continue to be vigilant and proactive to ensure that our 
students are safe at school. We will also continue to make you aware of any issues that arise. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and as always, please do not hesitate to call me with 
questions or concerns at 859-381-3423. 
 
Sincerely, 
Paul Little, principal 
 
 


